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LECTURE ABSTRACT:
Focusing on the specific case of East China Normal University, a comprehensive Shanghai 
research university that he presides since 1917 and that is part of the “Double First-class” 
program of China, Professor QIAN Xuhong will present his views about the transformation 
of higher education institutions into World Class Universities in an environment of increasing 
intercultural dialogue and international exchange. 

BIOGRAPHY OF PROFESSOR QIAN XUHONG:
QIAN Xuhong was born in 1962 and is a native of Baoying County, in East China’s Jiangsu 
Province. Qian is the 8th president of ECNU. He is a Changjiang Scholar and a member of the 
Chinese Academy of Engineering and of the Royal Society of Chemistry of the United Kingdom.
Qian received a Ph. D. in engineering from East China University of Science and Technology 
(ECUST) in 1988. He was an associate researcher with the Lamar University of the United 
States from 1989 to 1990 and an AVH post-doc at the University of Würzburg from 1990 to 
1991. He returned to China and started his career as a teacher at ECUST in 1992. He acted 
as vice president of the university from 1996 to 2000 and as president from July 2004 to March 
2015. He resigned in April 2015 to focus on research, before taking office as president and 
deputy Party chief of ECNU in January 2017.

Qian specialized in eco-friendly pesticides and functional dyes research and application. He has 
successfully developed key green efficient preparation technologies, including polyfluoro aromatic 
acid – a core intermediate of floxacin, eco-friendly pesticides such as paramonitrite heterocyclic 
nicotine insecticides and perfluoroalkoxy plant health activators, as well as heterocyclic fluores-
cent dyes such as naphthalimide. 
Qian’s honors include three first prizes of the Ministry of Education Science and Technology Prog-
ress Award. He holds China patents for more than 20 inventions and 15 international patents. 



JOINT RESEARCH INSTITUTE  
FOR SCIENCE AND SOCIETY (JoRISS)

THE JORISS LECTURE SERIES:

General Presentation
The JoRISS Lecture Series was inaugurated in December 2015.

It is intended as a series of annual or bi-annual single lectures delivered at JoRISS for the general 
public by high profile personalities with a variety of competences and backgrounds. They take 
place in Lyon or in Shanghai.
Their primary goal is to nourish the reflection of the JoRISS community in the area of science 
and society by addressing  themes of particular relevance to the general ambition of the JoRISS 
platform, which is to foster Sino-French scientific collaborations conducted in the spirit of an 
improved articulation of scientific investigation with societal needs.They deal accordingly with a 
great diversity of topics, such as the presentation of a cutting edge scientific area with significant 
impact for modern societies, the exposition of personal views on some specific science and society 
issue, the sharing of a professional experience or realization...
The JoRISS Lectures are one hour long and include a discussion with the audience.

The previous lectures include:

Lecture 1
The Human Mind: a new frontier for science, a new hope for society  
Professor Daniel ANDLER  
Sorbonne University and École normale supérieure,  
December 8, 2015

Lecture 2
Saving Our Deltas: Challenges & Opportunities  
Professor CHEN Zhongyuan  
East China Normal University,  
November 11, 2016

Lecture 3
Ethics and Politics of Global Knowledge 
Professor Jean-Marc COICAUD  
Rutgers University, 
December 6, 2017

Lecture 4
Science and Society: A view based on the restructuring evolutions 
of education and research institutions in France  
Professor Jean-François PINTON 
École normale supérieure de Lyon,  
December 5, 2018


